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ABSTRACT 

In today’s world, smart grid is the new term used for future power system. Also, there is dramatic growth in 
power system and interconnected network. Due to this increased interconnected network possibility of occurrence of 
abnormal events is more, which may harm the physical equipments in power system. Use of Superconducting fault current 
limiter is an effective solution to avoid these problems. Superconducting fault current limiter is an innovative protection 
device which is used to reduce the magnitude of fault current in high voltage system. In this paper the application of 
resistive type superconducting fault current limiter is explained, which is used to reduce the magnitude of fault current in 
designed smart grid system.  However, Finding optimal location for installation of superconducting fault current limiter is 
difficult task. This paper describes a study on performance analysis of smart grid with superconducting fault current limiter 
and its optimal location.      
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1. INTRODUCTION 

Nowadays there is increase of power generation 
due to growing power demand and increased 
interconnected networks, can cause large magnitude of 
fault current to flow through the power system network. 
This growth is expected to continue in future. When there 
is occurrence of an accidental events like lightning or 
downed power lines, a large amount of power flows 
through the grid which results in a failure of the electric 
system. Therefore protection of the system is an important 
consideration to avoid harm to the system parameters and 
system equipments from large amount of current during 
fault [16], [19]. 

Conventional protection devices used for 
protection of high voltage power system are Circuit 
Breakers tripped by over current relay, which require first 
two or three cycles to pass through, to get activated. An 
alternative to all the above conventional devices is 
superconducting fault current limiter, which has capability 
to reduce magnitude of fault current within first cycle of 
fault, results in increased transient stability of the power 
system[19]. 

Smart grid is the modernized electrical grid 
which uses modern communication technology and 
renewable energy sources for future power grid, results in 
increased reliability, cleanliness and decreased response 
time than conventional power system [12]-[14]. 

Smart grid networks are decentralized into a 
small network known as micro grids. Distributed 
generation are connected with microgrids. However, this 
integration may cause some serious problems like increase 
in magnitude of fault current and islanding. i.e. when there 
is occurance of fault, current get increased which may 

harm the system equipments. DG continues the power 
supply to the faulty network, known as islanding [12]. 

Many studies have been carried out on, 
application of SFCL in electrical power system and fault 
current issues in smart grid. Hence solving the problems 
related with fault current in micro grid is the main concern 
of this work. However, to connect SFCL in an electric 
power grid, following factors must be considered, 
 Optimal location to install SFCL 
 Protective Co-ordination problem with other 

protective devices. 
Recently there is a significant progress in Research and 
Development of SFCL. This paper focuses on finding out 
the optimal location for installation of SFCL in a micro 
grid [6]. 
 
2. TECHNOLOGIES 
 
A. Non-Superconducting 

Fault Current Limiters that do not depend on 
Superconducting materials to perform the current limiting 
action. It contains current limiting fuses, solid-state devices 
& many other [4].  

 
B. Superconducting 

Fault current Limiters that depend on Superconducting 
material to perform the current limiting action. More 
specifically, the current limiting behavior depends on the 
non-linear characteristics of superconductors with 
temperature, current and magnetic field variations. If we 
increase any one of these parameters can cause transition 
from superconducting to normal state [4]. 
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3. SIMULATION MODEL 

 
Figure-1. Power System Model designed in Matlab/ Simulink/ SimPowerSystem.

 
A. Power System Model 

A microgrid integrated with 10MVA wind farm 
is designed in Matlab/Simulink/SimPowerSystem as 
shown in Figure-1.This power system model consists of 
conventional power plant and 3-ph synchronous machine 
100MVA rating. Distributed parameter transmission line 
of 200km is used to connect this 10MVA plant, through 
step-up transformer TR1.TR2 is used to step down voltage 
from 154kv to 22.9kv at substation.There are industrial 
and domestic loads supplied from separate distribution 
network. Domestic loads are supplied by 10MVA wind 
farm. 

In this power system model, location of SFCL 
and faults are shown. SFCLs are located at location 1,2,3 
and 4. Faults are indicated as fault1,fault2 and fault3. 
These artificial faults are created in distribution 
grid,customer grid and transmission grid. SFCL is placed 
at Location1 is at substation, Location2 at branch network, 
Location3 at wind farm and grid integration point. 
Location4 is at wind farm.Output current of wind farm is 
measured and analyzed for different SFCL location. 

 
B. Resistive SFCL Model 

Resistive model of SFCL is designed in 
Matlab/Simulink/ Sim Power System as shown in Figure-
2. Four fundamental parameters are used to design the 
resistive SFCL are as below, 
1. Transition time 
2. Minimum and Maximum Impedance 
3. Triggering time 
4. Recovery time 

Figure-4 shows the simulation model of resistive 
SFCL. 

 
Figure-2. SFCL model in Simulink. 

 
At first, model measures the Rms value of 

current, which is then compared with the charactiristic 
table as in Figure-2. From that the model decides level of 
impedance of SFCL, whether it goes minimum or 
maximum. Resistance remains minimum, if the rms value 
of passing current is below its triggering current level and 
if that value of current exceeds triggering current, its 
resistance reaches to the maximum impedance level. First 
order filter is used to reduce the harmonics. Controlled 
voltage source is used to compensate the voltage sag 
caused due to the induced fault current. 

 
4. RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS 

The four possible locations for SFCL installation 
were analyzed for three different fault locations. At first 
single SFCL located at substation. Second, single SFCL 
located at branch network. Third, single SFCL located in 
between wind farm and grid. Fourth, two SFCL located, 
one at, substation and another at wind farm. 

 
A. Fault 1: Distribution grid  

Figure-3 shows a comparison of wind farm fault 
current for different SFCL locations with respect to time 
when fault is in distribution grid. When SFCL is located at 
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location 1 and location 2 fault current magnitude get 
increased than magnitude in normal system. In case of 
SFCL located at location 3, magnitude of fault current 
reduced successfully. When two SFCL located at location 
1 and 4, fault current magnitude is reduced but it is not 
economically and technically feasible option. 

 

 
Figure-3. Comparision of wind farm fault current for 

different SFCL locations when fault is in distribution grid. 
 
B. Fault 2: Customer grid  

Figure-4 shows a comparison of wind farm fault 
current for different SFCL locations with respect to time, 
when fault is in customer grid. Magnitude of fault is small 
in case of fault in customer grid. Results are nearly equal 
to the results obtained for fault in distribution grid. 

 

 
 

Figure-4. Comparision of wind farm fault current for 
different SFCL locations when fault is in customer grid. 

 
C. Fault 3: Transmission line  

Figure-5 shows a comparison of wind farm fault 
current for different SFCL locations when fault is in 
transmission grid. Fault current in this case is very large. 
In contrast to above two results, SFCL located at location 
1 and location 2 reduces the fault current. Result for the 
SFCL located at location 3 are nearly same as that of 
SFCL at location 1. Maximum reduction in fault current is 
obtained, when dual SFCL is located at location 1 and 4. 

 
Figure-5. Comparision of wind farm fault current for 
different SFCL locations when fault is in transmission 

line. 
 

5. CONCLUSIONS 
In this paper the application of resistive type 

superconducting fault current limiter is explained, which is 
used to reduce the magnitude of fault current in smart grid 
system designed in Matlab/ Simulink. 

   The feasibility analysis of positioning of SFCL in 
modern power grid is presented in this paper. A complete 
power system, integrated with wind farm is modeled and 
transient analysis for artificial faults at different locations 
of the grid is performed, with SFCL at different locations 
in a grid. This placement of SFCL should be proper. 
Installation of multiple SFCLs in power grid will be 
inefficient and costly. Therefore, from the analysis it is 
observed that, the point of integration of wind farm with 
power grid will be the suitable location for installation of 
SFCL, where it can perform efficiently and limit the 
maximum amount of current 
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